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1.Context
Volgograd, better known as Stalingrad, was the site of the 1943 defeat of Nazi troops, which became a turning 

point in World War II. Another outcome of Stalingrad victory was the international twinning movement founded 

by Stalingrad and the British Coventry in 1944. Intercity cooperation remains a crucial factor in Volgograd’s 

development. Volgograd’s priority is people’s diplomacy – interaction between civic societies, informal contacts 

cementing the peaceful dialog and the expansion of international humanitarian connections. Young people, the ones 

to build the future, are a vital part of people’s diplomacy.

2.Volgograd and culture
As Volgograd is home to people of over 120 nationalities, the basic principles of social cohesion are dialogue, peaceful 

coexistence and socio-cultural interaction. The city has a committee dedicated to culture and in 2019 Volgograd had 

35 city-owned institutions of culture, cultural education and cultural services. One of them is Volgograd Children 

School of Choreographic Arts (CSCA), which was opened on the platform of the Volzhanochka Dance Ensemble in 

1996. 

Volgograd CSCA and the Ensemble contribute to the preservation and promotion of the cultural heritage and have an 

educational component. Events organised by the Ensemble are aimed at supporting talented children and teachers 

and CSCA is a centre of choreographic education. The Ensemble takes an active part in Volgograd’s intercity policy 

and CSCA has received guests from China, Turkey, Germany, Italy, Czech Republic, Japan, France, Spain, Great Britain, 

Azerbaijan, Nigeria, Cyprus, Slovakia, Slovenia, Belgium, Abkhazia, Bulgaria, Lithuania. The Ensemble participants 

also travel abroad.

3. Project goals and implementation
3.1. Main and specific objectives

The aim of the project (named ’Volzhanochka’ Children Folk Dance Ensemble and the City-Funded Institution of 

Extracurricular Education ‘Volgograd Children School of Choreographic Art’: their outreach activity in the development 

of international humanitarian and civic connections) is to present Russian culture as an undisputable part of the 

world culture, thus furthering its interaction with the cultures of di�erent nations and countries, preserving and 

promoting the cultural heritage of the people living in the Russian territory..
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THE AIM OF THE PROJECT IS TO PRESENT RUSSIAN CULTURE 
AS AN UNDISPUTABLE PART OF THE WORLD CULTURE. 
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Specifically, the goals are: 

1. represent Russian culture as an inalienable part of the world culture

2. interact with cultures of different peoples and countries, promoting open-mindedness in joint artistic projects

3. transmit Russian indigenous values, norms and traditions from one generation to another

4. preserve and promote the cultural heritage of Russian people

5. organise exchange programs in Russia and abroad

6. improve the performance technique of the young dancers

7. promote moral, spiritual and patriotic upbringing

8. provide educational activities.

3.2. Project development

Main actions developed

Key activities include the following: 

• Search, collect, study and research dancing traditions of Russia’s regions to produce and demonstrate concert
programs

• Search for new forms of mass cultural events

• Organise lectures and educational performances

• Participate in (and organise) festivals, competitions and other cultural events in Russia and abroad

• Broadcast the Ensemble’s work experience via the city-wide choreography association for teaching
professionals in order to upgrade the teaching level in choreographic disciplines

• Create exhibitions of photos, costumes, illustrations, teaching material and crafts to be used for cultural
programmes

Since 2011, Volgograd CSCA and the Volzhanochka Dance Ensemble have been recurring participants of Volgograd’s 

international projects in people’s diplomacy and intercity cooperation, including the cooperation between the 

Ensemble and Gaziemir (district of İzmir, Turkey) and a mission to Italy to perform in Ortona and Turin.

In 2013, “Volzhanochka Invites Friends” International Children Festival became a traditional event held every five 

years. In 2016, CSCA and the Ensemble contributed to the International Youth Conference for Peace in the Future 

by organising a master class for international participants and in 2017 they contributed to the 2nd International 

Symposium of the Cities of Memory. 
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Impact on culture and on local cultural actors

At the lessons in CSCA, children study the culture of other countries, the basics of ethnography and dance folklore, and at 

the same time learn to love and appreciate their own intangible heritage. In 2011-2019, numerous children aged 4 to 18 

became part of the Ensemble. They studied folk and classical choreography, demonstrated their art in Russia and abroad, 

and participated in essay competitions about the culture of Russia and its peoples. 

Impact on the territory and population

Volgograd has initiated and supported numerous international events aimed at increasing the residents’ involvement in 

the city’s cultural life. CSCA and the Ensemble have actively participated in such events. During the Day of the City, Victory 

Day, National Cultures Festival and the School’s own performances, they performed concerts open to general public free-

of-charge and invited their foreign partners. As a result, the Volgograd population got acquainted with cultural heritage 

of Russia and the world.

CSCA AND THE ENSEMBLE CEMENTED FRIENDSHIP WITH TWIN AND PARTNER 
CITIES, EXPANDED CULTURAL COOPERATION AND INCREASED THE MUTUAL 
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN CITIES AND COUNTRIES.

4. Impact
4.1. Direct impact

Impacts on local government

Actively participating in Volgograd’s international and intercity policies, CSCA and the Ensemble made an important 

contribution to the achievement of strategic tasks within the conception “Volgograd as a capital of people’s diplomacy”: 

they cemented friendship with twin and partner cities, expanded cultural cooperation and increased the 

mutual understanding between cities and countries.
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4.2. Evaluation

Since 2011 20 CSCA graduates entered art colleges in Volgograd, Moscow (“Gzhel” Dance Academy), Saint-

Petersburg (Vaganova Ballet Academy), Perm and Voronezh. Additionally, Volzhanochka Dance Ensemble contributed 

to Cooperation Agreements with 2 Volgograd’s twin-cities and won the Golden Prize of the International Festival of 

Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

4.3. Key factors

The following aspects demonstrate the effectiveness of the project:  

1. Volgograd’s cemented status as a centre of people’s diplomacy.

2. Volgograd’s acquired reputation of not only a patriotic education centre, but also of a musical centre.

3. Expanded cooperation with twin-towns and partner-cities.

4. Numerous positive reviews and letters of gratitude.

4.4. Continuity

In 2020-2023, Volgograd CSCA and the Volzhanochka Ensemble will actively participate in the city’s life in various 

programmes and events. The 25th anniversary of CSCA in 2021 will open with a festive concert, and a new concert 

programme, which will be presented during the course of five concerts in Volgograd region and Volgograd. 

In 2022, the next Professor Andrey Klimov’s All-Russian Folk Dance Competition will be held. The Ensemble’s 45th 

anniversary in 2023 will involve another International Children Festival, uniting children from several countries with 

concerts in orphanages, regional cities and downtown’s open areas. The concluding performance will take place in 

Central Concert Hall. 

5. Further information
Volgograd was a candidate for the third “UCLG Mexico City – Culture 21 International Award” (November 2019 – May 

2020). The jury for the award drew up its final report in July of 2020, and requested that the Committee on Culture 

promote this project as one of the good practices to be implemented through Agenda 21 for culture.

This article was written by Olga Ananieva, Headmaster of CSCA and artistic director of the Volzhanochka 

Ensemble, and translated and edited by Maria Deeva, International relations officer, International and regional 

relations directorate of Volgograd Mayor’s Office, Volgograd, Russia.

Contact: mg-deeva@volgadmin.ru     

Website: www.volgadmin.ru


